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he  Dust  Buck 
tory  

ou  can  harken  back  to  last  month's 
-knowledge,  you  may  remember 
t  one  of  the  burning  questions  in 
regular  "agri-bits"  quiz  was  WHAT 
DUST  BUCK? 

t  to  help  those  of  you  who  have 
otten,  the  answer  was  —  no,  not  a 
r  in  a  Lethbridge  windstorm  or  a 
mer  without  a  cab  on  his  tractor  ~  a 
st  Buck  is  a  "dollar  bill"  produced  by 
conservation  and  development 
nch  to  create  awareness  among 
kicers  about  the  value  of  topsoil. 

promised,  this  month 
■knowledge  brings  you  the  saga  of 

the  dust  buck  came  to  be,  and  how 
creators  narrowly  missed  being 
rged  with  counterfeiting. 

er  a  year  ago  Ron  McMullin,  a 
ffer  at  the  conservation  and 
elopment  branch's  Lethbridge 
ce,  was  working  temporarily  in  the 
monton  office.  What,  he  asked 
self,  would  catch  farmers'  attention 
forcibly  bring  home  the  message 
t  topsoil  lost  through  erosion  means 
t  dollars? 

mittedly,  says  John  Hermans, 
nch  section  head,  "soil  conservation 
't  a  subject  that's  exciting,  that 
uld  normally  catch  the  eye." 
Mullen  and  others  in  the  branch 

e  up  with  an  idea  to  print  a 
simile  of  a  dollar  bill,  substituting 
the  usual  picture  a  photograph  of 
fted  soil.  On  the  other  side  would  go 
andful  of  startling  statements  about 

economic  cost  of  erosion,  for 
tance: 

rosion  of  one  inch  of  topsoil  from  a 
rk  Brown  soil  removes  enough  total 


nitrogen  and  phosphorus  to  produce 
485  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre. 

-  One  inch  of  topsoil  lost  to  erosion  will 
take  an  entire  generation  to  be 
replaced. 

And  finally,  the  branch's  most  popular 
slogan,  "KEEP  YOUR  STUBBLE  UP!", 
emphasizing  the  best  management 
practice  for  preventing  erosion. 

With  a  little  help  from  a  real  dollar  bill 
and  a  camera  that  produces  high- 
quality  images  for  printing,  print  media 
branch  artist  Joyce  Hill  came  up  with 
a  very  plausible  looking  buck. 

Too  plausible,  said  print  media  branch 
head  Scott  Reid.  In  their  zeal  to  create 
a  catchy  educational  tool,  our 
enthusiastic  conservationists  forgot 
that  it's  illegal  to  reproduce  facsimiles 
of  money.  Oops  ...  back  to  the  drawing 
board. 

Jane  Stamp,  draftsperson  with  the 
engineering 
branch,  was 
enlisted  to  produce 
some  complicated 
curlicues 
reminiscent  of 
those  on  Canadian 
currency,  but  not 
TOO  reminiscent. 

The  new  improved 
version,  courtesy 
Jane  and  Joyce, 
sports  a  large 
inscription  "ONE 
DUST  BUCK" 
along  with  a  small 
sub-heading,  "Soil- 

-  Banking  for  the 
Future". 

Now  it  was  up  to 
Miles  Poliak  and 

his  staff  in  the 
print  shop  to 


produce  $20,000  in  the  bogus  bucks. 
It  was  a  challenge  Miles  took 
seriously  -  up  to  and  including 
binding  the  bucks  neatly  with  paper 
in  stacks  of  100  and  having  them 
delivered  in  a  black  briefcase  by 
(fittingly)  bogus  Brink's  guards. 

The  dust  bucks  are  popular  with 
extension  staff,  says  John  Hermans, 
because  they're  attention  getters, 
present  the  information  briefly  and 
with  visual  impact ...  and  even  the 
kids  like  using  them  for  play  money. 

But,  he  emphasizes,  the  conservation 
and  development  branch  is  deadly 
serious  about  its  educational 
campaign  to  stop  erosion.  Last  year 
over  a  million  acres  in  Alberta 
suffered  wind  erosion  damage.  This 
year,  with  a  dry  summer  and  early 
winter,  there's  not  much  stubble,  and 
fall-planted  crops  are  poor.  The 
problem  could  be  worse  in  1986.  □ 


Print  media  branch  head  Scott  Reid  and  artist  Joyce  Hill  decided  the 
occasion  demanded  bogus  security  guard  uniforms  as  they  delivered  a  load 
of  bogus  'Dust  Bucks  "to  John  Hermans  of  the  conservation  and 
development  branch. 


Who?  What? 
Where? 

Our  department's 
latest  changes 


On  December  1, 1985,  the  home 
economics  and  4-H  division  and  the 
engineering  and  rural  services  division 
amalgamated  into  a  new  division 
under  the  direction  of  Irene  Leavitt. 

It  is  now  called  the  rural  services 
division  and  has  five  branches,  three  of 
which  are  home  economics,  4-H  and 
agricultural  engineering. 

A  fourth  branch  is  the  one  formerly 
headed  by  Pat  Sheehan,  encompass- 
ing our  agricultural  service  board 
program,  agricultural  societies 
program  and  agricultural  development 
committee  program.  This  position  will 
be  advertised  soon,  as  an  open 
competition.  A  final  decision  is  still  to 
be  made  on  the  new  name  for  this 
branch. 

The  fifth  branch  is  the  former 
extension  services  branch  headed  by 
Warren  Wismer.  The  farm  safety 
program  and  the  agricultural 
manpower  program  will  be  added  to  it. 
It  will  be  called  the  agricultural 
education  branch. 

The  responsibility  for  the  farm  law 
extension  program  will  be  transferred 
to  the  economic  services  division.  □ 


That's  all  folks! 


H.  Morley  Douglas  will  be  retiring  on 
February  10, 1986  after  more  than  28 
years  of  service  with  Alberta 
Agriculture.  An  evening  has  been 
planned  in  his  honor  on  January  30, 
1986  at  the  Northern  Alberta  Pioneers 
and  Old  Timers  Association  Cabin  in 
Edmonton.  For  tickets  ($12.50  each) 
contact  Norma  Lea,  plant  industry 
division,  427-5342,  by  no  later  than 
January  27, 1986.  □ 


Extension  animals 


The  Secretary 


Dazzling  in  vibrant  colors,  this  animal 
is  often  underestimated.  Multifaceted 
eyes  are  adapted  to  keep  track  of  the 
comings  and  goings  of  other  animals. 
Many  hands  are  useful  for  sorting  and 
collating.  This  is  the  perfect  example  of 
selective  evolution! 


Regional  Engineer 


This  animal  has  been  described  as  a 
"brilliant  structural  engineer"  by  some 
of  the  other  animais.  The  engineer  is 
actually  another  of  the  specialist 
genus.  While  it  is  capable  of  designing 
complicated  dwellings,  it's  building 
methods  are  often  a  bit  sticky.  □ 


Deputy  Minister's 
Column 

The  challenge  of  1986 


It  is  my  hope  that  over  this  holiday 
season  you  have  made  time  to  reflect 
on  1985  and  to  consider  the  challenges 
of  1986. 

Each  and  every  staff  member  that 
make  up  Alberta  Agriculture  should 
feel  the  satisfaction  that  comes  from  a 
best  effort  during  the  difficult  times  of 
our  industry  this  past  year. 

Led  and  motivated  by  a  government,  a 
premier  and  a  minister  that  truly  care 
about  agriculture,  you  have  responded 
in  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  farm 
families  and  agribusinesses  of  our 
province.  You  have  worked  hard  and 
well. 

As  we  enter  1986, 1  wish  that  I  could 
paint  a  glowing  picture  for  agriculture 
in  Alberta.  However,  we  have  all 
learned  from  recent  experience  how  to 
cope  with  the  continuing  problems  of 
depressed  prices,  insufficient  margins 
and  low  incomes.  Also,  we  must  look 
for  and  relate  to  the  opportunities  of 
our  new  year.  Opportunities  do  exist 
in  certain  sectors  of  both  primary  and 
secondary  agriculture,  in  federal 
policies,  in  trade  arrangements  and  in 
the  knowledge  that  agriculture  is  the 
number  one  priority  of  our 
government. 

Forgive  me;  I  started  out  to  thank  you 
and  your  unselfish  efforts  and  to  wish 
you  the  compliments  of  the  season,  not 
to  try  to  pump  you  up  for  1986.  Please 
accept  my  sincere  best  wishes  to  you 
and  your  families  for  a  healthy,  happy 
and  satisfying  new  year.  □ 


H.B.  McEwen 


Agriculture  Yesteryear  Caption  Contest 


We  received  35  entries  for  the  December  caption  contest.  Here  is  the  judges'  decision:  First  prize  goes  to  Anna 
Moeller  with  the  Alberta  Horticulture  Research  Center  at  Brooks.  She  submitted:  "  Look  way  up,  and  I'll  call  Rusty! 

Steve  Archibald,  district 
agriculturist  at  Olds,  was  second 
runner-up  with  "Jack!  Get  down 
here!  "  Third  place  winner  is  Terry 
Fannon  with  personnel  services 
who  submitted:  "  I  think  I  fertilized 
the  ground  cover  too  much." 

Send  your  entries  for  this  month's 
photo  by  January  15th  to: 

Agriculture  Yesteryear 
Caption  Contest 
c/o  Print  Media  Branch 
Main  Floor, 

J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta, 
T6H  5T6 


Submit  your  caption  for  this  photo  by  January  15th. 


U  kill 

tfiemove 


Welcome  to  the  following  people  who 
have  joined  Alberta  Agriculture:  Jean 
Beilmann,  clerk  typist  with  the  dairy 
division  in  Edmonton;  Peter 
Schmiemann,  dairy  farm  technician 
at  Barrhead;  Sheldon  Leavitt,  lab 
technician  with  the  regional  vet  lab  at 
Airdrie;  Christine  Brooks,  clerk 
typist  with  Farming  for  the  Future; 
Garth  Nikorick,  farm  management 
economist  with  the  farm  business 
management  branch  at  Olds;  James 
Calpas,  lab  technician  with  the  crop 
protection  branch  in  Fairview;  Lesley 
Manna,  clerk  typist  with  the  fertilizer 
subsidy  program. 

We  wish  the  following  people  well  as 
they  leave  Alberta  Agriculture: 
Sandra  Behnke,  Allan  Hill,  Annette 
Bibaud,  Aparna  Sengupta.  □ 

★★*★★★★* 

winners 

On  December  12, 10  Alberta 
Agriculture  employees  (mainly  from 
financial  and  administrative  services) 
put  their  1985  Lotto  649  winnings  of 
$138.55  towards  food  for  the  Edmonton 
food  bank.  Hats  off  to:  Irene  Moore, 
Marianne  Gartman,  Rose  Matisko, 
Marj  Stagg,  Judy  Wilson,  Ron 
Saxby,  Jennifer  Bruno,  Lesley 
Manna,  Alfreda  Strzelec,  and  John 
Bozocea  for  their  Christmas 
generosity.  □ 


How  do  you  rate  your  agricultural 


awareness/ 


John  Portail,  district  agriculturist  at  Strathmore,  designed  an  agriculture  quiz 
for  use  in  agriculture  talks  he  gave  to  students.  After  testing  over  200  high 
school  students  in  seven  schools  he  found  that  their  cumulative  average  was  54 
per  cent.  He  used  a  quiz  with  30  multiple  choice  questions  with  about  one-third 
statistics-type  questions. 

"I  found  that  the  students  who  live  on  a  farm  don't  seem  to  have  much  more 
awareness  of  agriculture  than  those  who  don't,"  says  John.  "This  could  be 
because  as  farming  increases  in  complexity  of  machinery,  the  farm  kids  do  less 
farm  work  because  it's  too  dangerous,  too  difficult  and  too  expensive  if  a  mistake 
is  made." 

Here's  your  chance  to  test  your  knowledge  of  agriculture  with  this  abbreviated 
version  of  John's  quiz.  Good  luck! 

1.  Where  does  malt  come  from:  (a)  lentils  (b)  wheat  (c)  barley 

2.  Alberta  is  a  major  supplier  of  which  of  the  following  Canadian  exports? 
(a)  canola  oil  (b)  embryos  (c)  honey  (d)  all  of  the  above. 
Alberta  has  about  eight  per  cent  of  Canada's  population.  What  per  cent 
of  the  nation's  food  is  produced  in  Alberta?  (a)  5%  (b)  10%  (c)  20%  (d)  50% 
What  is  alfalfa?  (a)  legume  (b)  grass  (c)  pulse  crop 
What  oilseed  has  yellow  flowers?  (a)  flax  (b)  canola  (c)  treflan 
What  is  foxtail?  (a)  garden  insect  (b)  disease  of  sheep  (c)  grassy  weed 
Albertans  spend  what  per  cent  of  their  personal  disposable  income  on 
food?  (a)  16%  (b)  25%  (c)  42%  (d)  57% 

What  are  the  three  British  breeds  of  beef  cattle?  (a)  Shorthorn  (b)  Jersey 
(c)  Saler  (d)  Angus  (e)  Gelbvieh  (0  Hereford 

What  commodity  supplies  the  greatest  per  cent  of  farm  income  in 
Alberta?  (a)  oilseeds  (b)  wheat  (c)  cattle  &  calves  (d)  hogs 
Which  dairy  cow  produces  the  most  cream?  (a)  Jersey  (b)  Simmental 
(c)  Charolais 

What  is  the  fertilizing  element  of  flowering  plants?  (a)  pollen  (b)  pollux 

(c)  pistil 

12.  If  a  loaf  of  bread  costs  86  cents,  what  is  the  farmer's  share  of  the  86 
cents?  (a)  13  cents  (b)  25  cents  (c)  52  cents  (d)  75  cents 

13.  The  word  "polled"  in  cattle  means?  (a)  steered  (b)  hornless  (c)  tailless 

14.  The  production  of  beef  in  Alberta  plays  an  important  role  in  Canadian 
agriculture.  Alberta  has  what  percent  of  Canada's  beef  population? 
(a)  10%  (b)  25%  (c)  40%  (d)  50% 

Livestock  not  only  provides  meat  but  also  many  inedible  by-products. 
Fats  from  animals  are  used  to  make  which  of  the  following  products? 
(a)  soap  (b)  cosmetics  (c)  explosives  (d)  all  of  the  above 
What  is  the  purpose  of  a  grain  auger?  (a)  clean  grain  (b)  lift  grain 
(c)  plant  grain 

In  Alberta  the  largest  percentage  of  farmers  are  what  age?  (a)  25  -  34 
years  (b)  35  -  44  years  (c)  45  -  54  years  (d)  55  -  59  years 
In  1931,  50  per  cent  of  the  population  in  Alberta  lived  on  farms.  This 
province's  farm  population  today  is  what  percentage  of  Alberta's 
population?  (a)  10%  (b)  25%  (c)  35%  (d)  50% 
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Answers 

B-8T 

q-9i 

P-ST 

q-ei 


Agri-bits  will  return  once  again  next  issue 
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